Serum levels of vascular cell adhesion molecule 1 in the early post-treatment defervescent phase of falciparum malaria.
Elevated plasma or serum levels of vascular cell adhesion molecule 1 (VCAM-1) have been reported in the febrile phase of falciparum malaria. However, little is known about serum VCAM-1 levels in the early post-treatment defervescent phase. Serum VCAM-1, tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha), interleukin-1beta (IL-1beta), and creatinine levels were determined in six Japanese patients with uncomplicated falciparum malaria during the acute febrile phase and the early post-treatment defervescent phase. The serum VCAM-1 values recorded for patients during the early post-treatment defervescent phase were significantly lower than those noted during the febrile phase (P < 0.05), but no significant difference in serum creatinine values was identified. TNF-alpha and IL-1beta levels were below the limit of detection in the serum of all patients during both the febrile phase and the early post-treatment defervescent phase. The serum levels of VCAM-1 were not related to parasitemia.